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We are grateful to Dr. Lin regarding the misleading use
of ‘‘Langerhans-type giant cell’’ instead of ‘‘Langhan’s
giant cell’’ in our article in Respiratory Medicine.1
Pritchard et al.2 presented short biographies of
Theodor Langhans (1839–1915) and Paul Langerhans
(1847–1880) and emphasized the difference between
them. That is, insulin-producing cells of the pancreas
are components of the Islets of Langerhans and
antigen-presenting dendritic cells are known as
Langerhans cells, while the multinucleate cells
appearing in the granulomas of tuberculosis are known
as Langhans’ giant cells. It was also pointed out that
the names ‘‘Langerhans’’ and ‘‘Langhans’’ were
misleading. In fact, the term ‘‘Langerhans-type giant
cell’’ was found in the chapter of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis in the well-known pathological textbook
the Atlas of Nontumor Pathology3 which led to the
misuse of the term ‘‘Langerhans-type giant cell’’ in
place of the correct term, ‘‘Langhans’ giant cell’’.
Therefore, it is necessary to pay close attention
to the difference in the definition between Lan-
gerhans’ cell and Langhans’ giant cell.ee front matter & 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserv
med.2006.03.032References
1. Hosaka N, Kameko M, Nishimura H, Hosaka S. Prevalence
of tuberculosis in small pulmonary nodules obtained by
video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery. Respir Med 2006;100:
238–43.
2. Pritchard J, Foley P, Wong H. Langerhans and Langhans: whats
misleading in a name? Lancet 2003;362:922.
3. Travis WD, Rosado-de-Christenson ML, Colby TV, Koss MN,
Muller NL, King TE. Atlas of nontumor pathology. King DW,
editor. Non-neoplastic disorders of the lower respira-
tory tract, vol. 2. Washington, DC: American Registry of
Pathology and the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology; 2002.
p. 583.Shigetoshi Hosaka
Department of Internal Medicine, Maruko General
Hospital, 335-5 Kamimaruko, Maruko-machi,
Chisagata-gun, Nagano-ken 386-0493, Japan
E-mail address: hosaka@maruyamakai.or.jpNoriko Hosaka
Department of Clinical Pathology,
Nagano Municipal Hospital, Nagano, Japaned.
